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Introduction 

 

If you are looking for a way to make money online, then Google AdSense is an excellent 

way to do so. However, if you think you can use it to “get rich quick”, then I can pretty 

much guarantee that you are going to be disappointed. What is reasonable to expect, 

though, is to be able to slowly and steadily develop a monthly income well into the 

thousands of dollars, if you are willing to invest the time to understand how it all works 

and put in the effort necessary to be successful.  

 

In the past, supposedly clever individuals capitalized on what are called “black hat” 

techniques to not only rank high in searches but also force clicks on the ads they 

displayed. Google has put an end to most of those and that’s a good thing. You want to 

develop a business – and, make no mistake, this is a business – that is not only profitable 

but that you will enjoy and feel proud of. That’s the kind of AdSense program we’re 

going to talk about here. 

 

Something else that you should be aware of, up front, is that, while there are many, many 

successful internet marketers out there enjoying life as a result of a making a lot of 

money with AdSense, the failure rate is high. Why? Basically, there are three main 

reasons for the majority of unsuccessful attempts. 

 

Choosing the wrong keyword 

We will discuss keywords in more depth later, but, for now, it is important to 

understand that it is essential that you focus on a keyword (topic) that receives an 

adequate amount of traffic, has the potential for an acceptable amount of income 

and does not have a level of competition that puts it out of your reach. 
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Not consistently putting in the time and effort to get your website to rank in 

Google 

There are those who believe the way to move up in Google is through posting as 

much quality content on your own website as possible. Others argue just as 

strenuously that the key to gaining authority with Google is through the amount 

and strength of the links going to your site. No matter which method (or 

combination) you decide to follow, it will require a lot of consistent effort. Most 

people simply don’t follow through.    

 

Never getting started 

This may sound obvious, but it is one of the main reasons that so many dream of 

making money online but never even get that first website up. Fear is a large 

contributor. It keeps us from risking in the belief that it saves us from failure. 

While a worthy topic of discussion, this is not the forum for it. There are lots and 

lots of others who never get started because they become overwhelmed with all of 

the information they feel they need to absorb and master. This isn’t rocket 

science, but there are a lot of pieces to the puzzle, and we often get stuck on one 

of them and never get past it. 

 

The How to Get Started Making Money with AdSense Guide; The Beginner’s Secret 

Weapon is all anyone should need to eliminate two of the three main causes of failure. 

When you are finished with the material we provide, you will understand enough about 

keywords to make an educated choice. You will also know how to choose and register a 

domain name, set up a hosting account, configure and publish a website, know what kind 

of content to post on your site, how to build authority with links, how to set up a Google 

AdSense account and install the ads on your website and how to start tracking your 

progress. 
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And then there’s that “Secret Weapon”. Once you have chosen your keyword and 

decided on a domain name, we will build you your very own website based on that 

keyword, using one of the premium WordPress themes. It will include your own custom 

header, Privacy Page, Terms and Conditions Page and Contact Page, as well as plugins 

for Search Engine Optimization and Spam Reduction.  

 

There is a lot to learn about AdSense and internet marketing, in general. It will be 

important for you to find a source (we will recommend our favorites) and absorb as much 

as possible – and then spend the time to keep up. The important thing, though, is to get 

started!  Nike’s “just do it!” promotion was brilliant in its simplistic capture of the 

essence of success. Having your website up and running, the domain aging, building 

authority with content while you learn your way around the IM world will truly put you 

way ahead. 

 

Learning is important, but doing is everything! 

 

One final thought before we move into the nuts and bolts of the guide. You will 

remember that there are three main causes to the high rate of failure for internet 

marketers. The most fantastic of websites built around the perfect keyword will fail 

miserably if you don’t consistently put in the time and effort necessary. We can’t help 

you with this one – it’s all up to you.  

 

So, are you ready to beat the odds? Let’s do it! 
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The AdSense Puzzle 

 

If we continue with the analogy that your new AdSense business is like a puzzle, then 

these are the most important pieces: 

 

 

Keyword Research 

Domain Registration 

Hosting Contract 

Website Creation 

Website Content 

Google AdSense Account 

Links 

Tracking 
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  Keyword Research 

 

Of the various ways there are to make money online, pursuing AdSense revenue is 

actually fairly simple and inexpensive. When the day comes that you are able to reinvest 

a portion of your income back into your business, you will probably outsource certain 

functions, but when you are first starting out, the only unavoidable expenses are domain 

registration and hosting. 

 

One of the first mistakes that new internet marketers make is rushing to purchase what 

they believe is the world’s cleverest domain name. Family and friends may appreciate 

cleverness, but it will rarely make you any money with AdSense. Experienced marketers 

start with keyword research. 

 

Keywords are the words or phrases (also known as long-tail keywords) that people use to 

search Google for a particular item. Keywords are a way for advertisers to buy traffic on 

Google and they are charged based on how much traffic, or visitors, that keyword 

generates within a specific amount of time. The more traffic, the more the advertiser pays 

Google for the keyword. 

 

The typical type of site for earning income from the Google AdSense program is one that 

is built around a keyword. Google no longer ranks according to the mere presence of 

keywords, which means that the old practice of keyword stuffing (forcing the keyword 

onto the page in as many places as possible, often resulting in gibberish) is not only 

ineffective but can actually cause a web page to lose it’s ranking. The keyword serves as 

the focus for the article, which helps to create a target for the ad units that we want 

Google to place on our site. The right keyword used to build a website that provides 

visitors with the useful information they were searching for will quickly be given 
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authority by Google and rise in the rankings. This is the key to generating AdSense 

income. 

 

So, how do we choose the right keyword? 

 

It’s best to begin with something that you are interested in. Keep in mind that you are 

going to be spending a lot of time writing about this particular topic. Also, it’s best to 

realize up front that millions of dollars are being made with keywords about “making 

money online”, “foreclosures”, “iPads”, “weight loss”, etc --- and there are millions of 

people competing for those keywords. That doesn’t mean that you couldn’t be successful, 

but it does mean that it will take a tremendous amount of time, effort and money. Do 

yourself a favor and start with some lower hanging fruit. 

 

This is also the reason that it’s best to go after what are called “long tail keywords”. 

These are keywords that are actually phrases. For example, the keyword “dog” is way out 

of reach but “blue dog sweaters” might work just fine. Generally, the longer the keyword, 

the easier it will be to rank for it. Of course, common sense should always prevail.  

 

Without spending any time on research it should be fairly obvious that there will be few 

Google searches for “blue dog sweaters with gold buttons”. Three to four words in your 

keyword phrase should be what you aim for in the beginning.  They may not pay as much 

but they will have a lot less competition and it’s important for a new internet marketer to 

experience success.  

 

Once you come up with some ideas, you will then need to test them. It’s not possible to 

overemphasize how important this step is. One of the reasons for the failure rate that we 

discussed earlier is that so many people decide to work on keywords without researching 
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them for those three all-important characteristics – traffic volume, income potential and 

level of competition. 

 

This is where you will need some assistance. Google provides a free tool that will give 

you most of the information that you need. It is the Google AdWords Keyword Tool and 

you can find it at https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal . 
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The first thing you will need to do is to configure the Keyword Tool so that it gives you 

the information that you are looking for.  Click “Columns” on the right hand side of the 

page.  This opens a window, which allows you to choose which columns you want to 

display. Leave Global Monthly Searches checked and then do the following: 

 

Uncheck: 

• Competition 

• Local Monthly Searches 

• Local Search Trends 

Check: 

• Estimated Avg. CPC 
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Click ‘Save’ and you’ll see the change to your display. 

 

You should now see three columns: 

• Keyword 

• Global Monthly Searches (Google’s estimate of how many times a given keyword 

is searched in a month) 

• Estimated Avg. CPC (represents approximately how much an advertiser will pay 

Google for a single click on one ad for a given keyword) 

 

Now, plug in a keyword – let’s use “dog training” as our example. Type it in the box 

labeled Word or Phrase. You will probably have to enter a CAPTCHA code so that 

Google knows you’re a person and not a computer. Then hit “Search”.  

 

One more step before checking our results. In the left sidebar you will now see “Match 

Types”. Uncheck “Broad” and then check “Exact”. This will help us get an even clearer 

idea of how often our keyword is searched.  

 

As you can see “dog training”, returns a Global Monthly Search Volume of 40,500 and 

an Estimated Avg. CPC of $3.07, which means that, on average, an advertiser will have 

to pay Google $3.07 when a searcher clicks their ad after searching for “dog training”. If 

that click is made on an ad that is on your website, then Google will pay you a percentage 

of that $3.07. 
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The Global Monthly Search Volume and the Estimated Avg. CPC help us make an 

educated guess at how many visitors a certain keyword can give us each month and how 

much we could earn from clicks resulting from those visitors. Of course, there are more 

things that go into the calculation before Google cuts you that check. Those calculations 

are beyond the scope of this guide as well as out of your control. Also, it’s important to 

remember that only a small percentage of the visitors to your website will click on your 
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ads so, at best, we can come up with a very rough approximation of potential revenue. 

There are other tools out there that will help you do this, but they aren’t free.  

 

To do your own rough estimate, you would multiply the search volume times an 

estimation of the percentage of searchers that will click on the link to your website times 

an estimation of the number of visitors to your site who will click on the ads times the 

average CPC times the percentage of that amount which we can expect Google to share 

with us.  

 

Assuming that you get your site to rank number one for you keyword, statistically 

it works out that approximately 42% of searchers will click on the link to your 

website --- but we’ll use 40% to make it a bit simpler. 

 

Experience indicates that roughly 5% of the visitors to a site will click on the ads. 

 

There is a lot of discussion around the percentage that Google pays to websites 

that host AdSense. In an effort to err on the conservative side, we will use 25%. 

 

Using the results for “dog training” the calculation would then be: 

 

40,500 x 40% x 5% x $3.07 x 25% = $621.75 per month.  

 

Rolling all this together, an easier way to reach the same result is: 

 

40,500 x $3.07 x .005 = $621.75 per month 

 

Obviously, this keyword passes both the traffic volume and the income potential criteria. 

However, there is one more step, and it is critical. Never allow yourself to be dazzled by 
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a keyword’s potential without checking the competition. Even if it were worth ten times 

that amount, unless you can rank in the top two or three spots in Google, you will invest 

time and resources without ever seeing any return. 

 

Checking the competition is very simple. First, however, you need to become acquainted 

with another very useful, and also totally free, tool. If you are using Internet Explorer as 

your browser, it’s time to meet Firefox. If you are already using Firefox, then skip down 

to the section about the SEO Add on.   

 

There are several advantages to using Firefox as your browser – speed, security, extra 

features – but for our purposes, the only one that really matters is access to the SEO tool 

that will allow you to determine what kind of competition you will face for your chosen 

keyword. If you are like me, once you’ve tried Firefox, you will never go back to Internet 

Explorer, but it will always be your choice – which will be as simple as the click of your 

mouse.  

 

To download and install Firefox, simply follow this link: 

 

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/

 

Once you have the browser installed, you will then need to install the SEO for Firefox 

extension: 

 

http://tools.seobook.com/firefox/seo-for-firefox.html

 

Once SEO for Firefox is installed you will want to make sure that it is in the “on” 

position. Look at the bar that runs across the bottom of your browser. You will see the 

icon     .  
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If the colors are grayed out, it’s not active. 

 

 
 

Simply click on it to toggle between on and off. 

 

 
 

 

With this feature activated, when you do a web search you will see additional information 

in the search results.  

 

Continuing our research on “dog training” and with the Firefox SEO tool activated, our 

search results bring up the following for the number one slot: 
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At the bottom of each listing you will find a number (#1, #2, #3, etc) followed by PR: and 

a number. If you see a “?” instead of a number, click the “?”, and it should change.  

 

 
This number represents the Page Rank (PR) that Google has assigned this website. Don’t 

confuse this with ranking as far as where the listing appears in search results – these are 

not the same things. Page Rank is something that Google assigns based on how much 

authority it is giving to a website. Higher PR websites often show at the top but this is not 

always the case. Increasing the PR number for you site is not nearly as important as 

moving it up to the top of the search results. 

 

However, PR does give us an indication of the strength of competition. Generally 

speaking, especially when you are first starting out, your goal should be to target 

keywords where the competition – and for our purposes we will define competition as the 

top four sites in the search results – are PR 3 or less. This means that none of the top four 

websites that appear when your keyword is searched on should be a PR4. Which means 

that “dog training” totally fails our final test. 
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Some Final Thoughts on Keyword Research… 

 

If you find yourself feeling a bit overwhelmed at this point, don’t let it discourage you. 

This is one of the trickiest pieces of our puzzle. It will take time before it all starts to 

make sense. That’s why it’s so important to get started even as you’re still shuffling the 

pieces around trying to get an idea of the big picture. 

 

How accurate are the methods discussed? That’s a question we could debate for a long 

time and there would be as many opinions as there were people involved in the 

discussion. One way to look at it is that this is more art than science. But, perhaps more 

helpful would be to say that, while our calculations and methods may not produce precise 

results they do provide a way to compare keywords. Invest enough time, effort and 

money in ANY keyword and it’s likely that you can achieve some level of success. 

However, by comparing the keywords based on the criteria we’ve established, you can 

make far better decisions on the best use of your resources. 

 

The good news is that there are other tools out there that do everything we just described. 

They aren’t free but they are very reasonable and they will save you hundreds of hours 

and lots of frustration.  

 

Market Samurai has modules for keyword research, SEO competition, rank checking, 

article publishing and other extremely useful topics. They have a great trial period where 

you can try everything for free for a week or so. If nothing else, you should consider 

using the free trial period to do your initial keyword research. 

 

The Keyword Academy is my number one choice for the tools and training that you will 

need to enhance your chance for success. They provide tools for keyword research, 

BWD ©2010  

http://www.marketsamurai.com/
http://thekeywordacademy.com/coaching/1118.html


How to Get Started Making Money with AdSense Guide; the Beginner’s Secret Weapon 
 

content publishing, productivity tracking and regular webinars that discuss techniques 

and evolving strategies in AdSense marketing. They offer a nearly free - $1 – first month 

trial period. This would not only be an excellent option for doing your initial keyword 

research, but it would be the place that I recommend you continue your education on how 

to build your income using Google AdSense. 

 

 Domain Registration  

 

Once you have decided on the keyword(s) that you intend to target, it’s then time to start 

the process of building your first website. This will require finding a domain name (URL) 

that is available, registering it and then setting up hosting. 

 

The domain name is the visible web address for your website. It tells an internet browser, 

like Internet Explorer or Firefox, where to go to find the server that hosts your site. So, 

first you will need to decide on a domain name and then go to a company that registers 

them and, if it is available, buy or, more accurately, rent it for a pre-determined length of 

time.  

 

Lots of new internet marketers get to this step and agonize over coming up with the 

perfect domain name. While a bit more important for a business that seeks to attract 

customers for online sales, it is simply a waste of time for our type of site. You may end 

up getting hundreds of thousands of visitors to your website and none of them will have 

gotten there by typing in your domain name. They will have been directed there because 

your site came up when they did a search in Google. So, the only thing that matters is to 

get your website built and moving up in the rankings. 

If your keyword is “blue dog sweater”, then www.bluedogsweater.com would be ideal 

and, if available, a good choice for a site that is focused on that one keyword. If 

unavailable, then bluedogsweaterguide.com or bestbluedogsweater.com or something 
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similar would work just as well. If your intention is to use one site to focus on pets in 

general, then a more generic domain name would be fine – something like 

allaboutpets.com or doggieaccessories.com. If this is your very first site, then focusing on 

a specific keyword can be less overwhelming and a very good learning experience. Plus, 

this site can always be expanded. Just don’t spend too much time deciding – choose and 

keep moving forward.  

 

In general, a .com extension is the recommended choice. If you are set on a particular 

domain name but the .com extension is already taken, then you might consider .net, if 

available.    

 

Domain registration is fairly simple, no matter how complicated the different companies 

try to make it appear. You can use whatever one you prefer. Many people settle on 

GoDaddy because it’s a familiar name and they do a great job of promotion. You can 

definitely find less expensive options but the savings will amount to only a couple of 

dollars a year, so it’s not really something to spend a lot of time agonizing over.  

 

GoDaddy Domain Registration Process:  

 

As soon as you arrive at the GoDaddy site you will see a screen that looks like this: 
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Type domain name ideas into the search box until you hit on one that is available and that 

you are happy with. Chances are, your first choice will most likely be unavailable. Don’t 

let this discourage you – it’s nice to have an exact match for your keyword but in the long 

run it really isn’t that significant. It might be helpful to look at the suggestions that 

GoDaddy will give you.  

 

For this demonstration, we’re going to use myfirstadsensewebsite.com. This is the screen 

that will appear once you are successful in finding an available domain. 

 

 
 

You will see a lot of options. There is no need to add anything. Simply click Continue to 

Registration. 
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Like all successful businesses, GoDaddy will not want to give up on getting you to make 

additional purchases, so there’s a good chance that you will find something like this 

popping up on your screen: 

 

 

 
Just hit No Thanks and move on. 

 

Next, you will be asked to complete the registration information. You will want to enter 

an email address that you will use for communication with GoDaddy. It does not have to 

be one that is associated with your AdSense website. 
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The next screen is where you decide the length of your registration. Some believe that 

Google gives a little credit for multiple year registration because that seems to indicate 

that you have a more serious interest in developing and maintaining your site, but there is 

not any real proof that is true. So, a 1 year term is fine. Most hosting companies will 

remind you when it is time to renew, but it’s still a good idea to keep track of the date on 

your own. You never want to let an income-generating asset slip away due to not 

renewing your domain registration. In fact, once you have determined that this is a site 

that has value, you may want to consider returning to the Domain Manager section of 

GoDaddy (or whichever hosting company you choose) and set the renewal to automatic. 
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You will then be presented with the options of adding private registration to your domain. 

That is not necessary, but entirely up to you. If you choose to pass on adding it now, you 

can always come back and add it at a later date. 
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The next screen will allow you to purchase hosting and/or an email account from 

GoDaddy to go with your website. Most hosting contracts include free email and you can 

always get a free account from gmail or yahoo or a dozen other places, so pass on the 

email. As for the hosting, this is another place where you will simply have to choose. 

GoDaddy is not my choice (see Hosting Contract section) but a lot of people use it and 

are very happy. If you do decide to host your site with GoDaddy, then choose the Deluxe 

plan so that you can have more than one site hosted through the same account. The rest of 

the offered features are unnecessary. 
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Next you will be given the opportunity to review your order: 

 

 
 

If all is correct, click Continue to Checkout. 

 

 
 

Once your order has been confirmed, you should receive an email with your account and 

login information. Make sure you save it where you can easily access it. 

 

That’s it for domain registration. Whether you choose GoDaddy or another company, like 

Proud Domains, which is my first choice, the process is basically the same. 
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 Hosting Contract 

 

As soon as you receive your email from GoDaddy or Proud Domains or whichever 

company you used to register your domain, you are ready to set up hosting. What this 

means is that you are going to enter into a contract with a hosting company to have your 

website reside on their servers so that it is available to anyone who enters your web 

address or clicks on a link to your website. 

 

Once again, there are a variety of choices. Price is a little more important here since you 

will be paying roughly $10 a month. However, while keeping costs down is always a 

worthy goal, it is extremely important to choose a hosting company based on reliability 

of service and support. For that reason, many online professionals host their sites through 

Host Gator. Since that is also my number one choice, we will go through their set up 

process. It is, of course, entirely up to you which company you decide to go with, and the 

steps in the process will be quite similar. 

 

Setting up hosting with Host Gator: 

 

As soon as you click on the link you will be taken to the Host Gator home page where 

you will need to click Web Hosting on the top navigation bar. 
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The next screen will display their different hosting plans. Even though it will be a few 

dollars more, the Baby Plan is by far your best option. The Hatchling will only allow you 

to host one website. The Baby Plan enables you to host as many as you want, and, even 

though you may think you are only going to have the one site, it is extremely likely that 

you will have more. 
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After choosing your plan you will be taken to a screen that asks you whether you want to 

register a domain or whether you already have one. You will want to type the address of 

your new domain in the field where we have entered www.myfirstadsensewebsite.com 

and then click Continue to Step 2. 

 
 

The next screen is where you fill out all of your billing information and where you set up 

your ID and password login. Make sure you take note of your login information. When 

you have completed the form, click Create Account. 
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.  

 

 

Once you hit Create Account, you will get a confirmation that your order has been 

processed. Make sure you file your login information in a place where it will be readily 

available. 
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Congratulations! Now, you simply wait for an email from Host Gator. It will contain all 

of the information you need to set up your brand new website. As soon as the email 

arrives, you will need to login to the site where you registered your domain --- GoDaddy, 

Proud Domains, wherever. If you chose GoDaddy, you will go to their site and login with 

your username and password. 

 

 
 

Once logged in, click on My Account and then there are several ways to get to your 

domain manager screen but let’s simply use the link in the left hand column. 
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Next, check the box to the left of your domain and then click on the Nameserver icon. 

This will open a drop-down menu where you should select Set Nameservers. 

 

 

 
 

This will bring up a pop-up window that looks like this: 

 

 
 

Be sure that you select “I have specific nameservers for my domains.” Then open the 

email from Host Gator or whichever company you chose to host your domain. In the 

email you will find a section that looks like: 
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Your name servers: 

ns2379.hostgator.com 

ns2380.hostgator.com 

 

Copy the top one and paste it under Nameserver 1 in the GoDaddy pop-up window. Then 

copy the second one and paste it under Nameserver 2. Don’t worry about 3 and 4. It’s 

only necessary to have two.  Then click OK and you’re done! It can take up to 24 hours 

for the nameservers to update but you have now successfully set up your new domain on 

the host servers.  

 

You may receive a confirmation email from Host Gator telling you that your site is ready 

or you can just try logging in after giving it about a day to update. Go to 

http://yourdomain.com/cpanel (obviously you’ll use whatever domain you chose, not 

“yourdomain.com”). For our demonstration domain, we would type 

http://myfirstadsensewebsite.com. If a login screen appears, the servers have updated and 

the site is ready to go. If no login prompt appears, you will just have to wait a little 

longer. Once the login screen is available, type in your username and password for Host 

Gator (or other host company). 

 

It is now time to decide on the actual format for your new website. There are many ways 

to build a website, but it’s pretty unlikely that readers of this guide will have a lot of 

computer programming experience. Fortunately, that isn’t a huge problem because what 

is considered to be the best platform for generating AdSense income is very user-friendly 

and can be mastered quickly. So, let’s move on to setting up your new site. 
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 Website Creation 

 

You may already have a website that you wish to use to attract income by adding 

AdSense, or you may be starting from scratch. Before going any further, it might be 

helpful to explain that there are basically two different types of websites. 

 

There are “passion” sites that are created and developed because the site owner has 

something that they want to share. There are thousands – millions – of these websites on 

every subject imaginable and most are not monetized in any way, although that doesn’t 

mean that they couldn’t be. Some are built around a hobby or an interest; others are 

intended to disseminate information.  

 

The other type of website is created and promoted with the primary intention of 

producing income. While both types share many similarities, if your main focus is 

generating revenue then it is important to keep that in mind. This will help you 

concentrate on those actions that move you forward rather than spending unnecessary 

time on aesthetics or other aspects that have little to no affect on your ability to rank high 

in Google. 

 

Nowhere is this more important than when it comes time to actually build your website. 

Many people allow themselves to get distracted by all the bells and whistles that can now 

be easily incorporated into websites. Not only is this unnecessary for a site designed to 

produce AdSense income, it can actually work against you. Yes, you want to provide 

quality content and, of course, you want your site to look good – especially in the event it 

is inspected by Google to determine its legitimacy – but your goal is for your visitors to 

click on the ads, not be impressed with your graphic design.  

 

BWD ©2010  



How to Get Started Making Money with AdSense Guide; the Beginner’s Secret Weapon 
 

Your best choice will be to build a fairly simple site on a WordPress platform.  Loading 

WordPress on your site is quick, easy and free. So, if you have logged in to your hosting 

control panel through the http://yourdomain.com/cpanel link that you received in your 

Welcome email, then we’re ready to go. 

 

Scroll down toward the bottom of the page and find Fantastisco Deluxe.  

 

 
 

Click on it and you will be taken to the following screen: 
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Select WordPress. This will bring up: 

 

 
 

Choose New Installation. The following screen is where you choose the domain you want 

WordPress installed on and enter the administration information. You will probably only 

have the one domain to choose from but once you start adding more domains to your 

hosting account, they will all appear in the drop-down menu.  

 

It is very important that you leave the “Install in directory” field blank. The administrator 

username and password are not the same as those for your hosting account. This is what 

you will use every time you log in to your website to add content or make any sort of 

updates or changes. Make sure you keep these accessible!  

 

Your site name will probably be auto-inserted in the format of yourdomain.com. You can 

leave that or change it.  

 

Our demonstration site could either be left at myfirstadsensewebsite.com or changed to 

My First AdSense Website.  

 

When you are finished, click Install WordPress. 
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The final screen will give you the option of having your installation details emailed to 

you. Since it will include username and password, this is usually a good thing to do and 

then file it away.  

 

Click “finish installation” and you are done. You should now be able to type in your web 

address and go to your new site. You may have to hit refresh a time or two the very first 

time to get it to load. 
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Hooray! It may not be the most attractive design but it’s now a full-fledged working 

website – good job! 

 

WordPress offers many different templates that you can download and install for free that 

will give your site a more polished look. It will be awhile, however, before any visitors 

find their way to it so there is no reason to waste a lot of time on the design right now. 

Besides, you have your “Secret Weapon”, which means that you can have a premium 

theme, which is certainly not free to anyone else, installed and formatted for you. You 

will find more details at the end of this guide.  

 

For future reference, however, the steps to installing one of the free WordPress themes 

are fairly simple. First you will need to log in to the admin area of your website. For our 

demonstration site we would type www.myfirstadsensewebsite.com/wp-admin into our 

browser. Enter the username and password that you set up when installing WordPress on 

your site. You will then be taken to the Dashboard of your website’s admin area. 
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This is where you will publish the content for your site by clicking on Posts, which brings 

up a screen much like a word processor. This is also where you can download and install 

different themes. Simply click on Appearance and then on Add New at the top next to 

Manage Themes. Even if you’ve already published content, you can install a new theme 

right over the old one. Most people are at least somewhat familiar with blogging software 

and those who aren’t will find the process very easy to learn. However, there are a few 

adjustments that you will want to make if you plan to set up your own site rather than 

take advantage of the site building that came with this guide. 

 

One of the primary reasons for using a WordPress platform is that it is very search engine 

friendly. However, there are ways to make it even more so. Click on Settings along the 

left side of your dashboard. 
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Under the General section, depending on whether anything has been auto-generated in 

the Blog Title field, you may or may not want to change it. For our demonstration site we 

would want it to read My First AdSense Website. If you make any changes, be sure and 

click Save Changes before leaving the page. 

 

The Privacy section is very important. If you do not set it to the first option, you are 

telling Google and the other search engines that you never want anyone to visit your site. 

Don’t forget to Save Changes. 

 

  
 

The only other section where you will need to make changes is Permalinks. This is what 

establishes the format of the web addresses of your articles or posts. What we want is to 

set the structure so that the address shows the title of the article. To do this we will need 

to click on Custom Structure and then simply enter this small piece of code: 

/%postname%/ 
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Don’t forget to Save Changes. 

 

Another feature of WordPress that makes it especially useful is the availability of plugins. 

These are programs written specifically for WordPress sites that function much the same 

way that apps do on iPhones. To further enhance the search engine optimization for your 

site, you can install the All in One SEO Pack plugin. 

 

 
 

Click on Plugins and then Add New. In the search field enter All in One SEO Pack and 

then click Search Plugins. It will probably be the first option in the search results. Click 

Install, then Install Now and finally click Activate Plugin.  Go to the plugin admin or 

configuration panel. Be sure and check Enabled. Enter a Home Title of your choice. The 

Home Description is optional and you do not need to fill in the Home Keywords.  The 

rest of the options should be left unchecked or blank, except check Rewrite Titles, 

Autogenerate Descriptons and Capitalize Category Titles. 

 

Update Options and your site has now become much more optimized for Google. 
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 Website Content 

 

Now that your new website is up and running, it’s time to add content. This is done in the 

form of articles, also called posts. The reason we originally recommended that you pick 

keywords that have to do with subjects that interest you is that you are going to be 

spending a lot of time writing about them. 

 

If you have decided to start slowly and target just a few closely related keywords with 

your first site, then you will want to publish at least five articles, each being in the range 

of 400 words. Longer is fine and there is a fair amount of controversy about the value of 

sheer volumes of content on your website. This is something you will develop your own 

opinion about as you begin to see results. For now, five articles of 400 words each is a 

good place to start.  

 

Unless you have picked a keyword that relates to something that you know a lot about, 

you will first need to do some research. Your goal in writing the article will be two-fold. 

You will want to answer the question of the individual who has been directed to your web 

page and provide something of value. And you will want the article to be something that 

Google will look at and decide that it offers relevant information about your keyword. 

You will need to include the exact keyword in the post but not inappropriately so. Two or 

three times is sufficient. Including it in the article title is also important but not necessary 

every time. It will be important to incorporate related terms in the post, as well. These 

can later be used as anchor text when you are writing articles for links.  

 

If your keyword is blue dog sweater, then your title might be “Blue Dog Sweater” or 

“Where to Find the Perfect Blue Dog Sweater” or “Is Your Favorite Pooch Safer in a Red 

or Blue Dog Sweater?” You don’t even have to always include the full keyword phrase in 

BWD ©2010  



How to Get Started Making Money with AdSense Guide; the Beginner’s Secret Weapon 
 

the title but, obviously, the more often you can, the better. In the article, you will want to 

include related terms such as dog sweaters, blue dog coats, dog accessories, etc. What 

often ends up happening with some of these related terms is that you will start ranking for 

them also. They may not generate a lot of income, but more traffic is always a good 

thing. 

 

Posting content on your site is fairly easy. You will open up the admin area by going to   

www.yourdomain.com/wp-admin and then click on Posts and Add New.  

 

 
 

 
 

This will open an area that functions much like a word processor program. 
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If this is your first experience with Word Press then you will want to spend a little time 

familiarizing yourself with the various options. Basically, however, you simply type in 

your article or copy from a plain text  program or from Word , insert your 

headline, create/choose a Category and, if you wish, insert an image 

 and then click Publish. Your post will then appear on your 

website. If you want to make changes, you can always return to this area and add, change 

or delete.  

 

Important – this is a spot where beginners often get stuck. If you are brand new, then all 

of the new terminology and techniques can be overwhelming. Even if you are somewhat 

familiar, there is still a lot to learn and incorporate. These folks can easily get caught up 

in the desire to do everything perfectly and, consequently, never move forward.  

 

Don’t let this stage defeat you.  
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No one is going to see your website for a long time. That may sound discouraging, but 

it’s simply a fact. If you allow yourself to get caught up in trying to learn everything and 

make it all perfect then it is highly likely that no one will ever see your website. The key 

to success is to keep moving forward. Consistent effort will bring results – guaranteed. 

Getting stuck and not consistently moving forward will bring failure – guaranteed. It’s 

that simple. 

 

So, write your articles and post them. You can always come back and make changes and 

tweaks later. Publish and move on to the next step, which is the key to getting traffic to 

your site. 

 

 

 Links 

 

First, make note of the fact that Google ranks web pages, not websites. This deceptively 

simple statement is very important for you to understand but may take awhile to sink in. 

For now, simply accept that you will treat each page on your site as a separate entity, 

focused on a keyword that you want to rank in Google. Your goal is not to get the 

website itself to rank, only the page that targets your keyword. Of course, that also means 

that if you have 20 pages, all targeting different keywords, each one can be worked on to 

achieve top ranking. Once you really understand that, you should start getting excited 

about the true potential of this business! 

 

There are millions of websites out there. How do you get yours to show up in the top two 

or three spots when someone searches on your keyword? The fastest and easiest way is 

by steadily creating links back to your website. 
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It is possible to build authority with Google and rank high in search results without 

creating articles and posting them on other sites in exchange for links back to your site. 

To do this, however, you will have to spend a considerable amount of time creating high-

value content for your website and become a recognized expert on the subject of your 

keyword. Many internet gurus teach this very method and it may be one that you 

eventually embrace.  

 

If you are not an expert, however, and want a quicker route to search engine ranking then 

you will want to use the link method. Basically, all that this means is that you are going 

to create articles about your keyword and post them on other websites. Google doesn’t 

give credit for links from other sites owned by you, so don’t bother wasting your time on 

that. Google has also become very good at devaluing links that are reciprocal, which is 

where you become involved in trading links – you put one on my site and in return I put a 

link to your website on mine. You will read about all sorts of tricks and schemes. Some 

of them work but, sooner or later, Google catches up and most, if not all, of that effort has 

been wasted.  

 

You will get more benefit from links coming from websites that are entirely focused on 

your keyword but that is extremely difficult, if not impossible, and isn't that important in 

the overall scheme of linking. Your time is better spent acquiring links by publishing 

articles on a wide variety of other websites and using appropriate anchor text to link to 

your website. 

 

So, where do you find websites that are willing to publish your keyword-focused articles? 

Many new internet marketers find this to be one of the more difficult aspects of this 

business, but there are a number of options available. Some of the popular choices are: 

Ezinearticles.com, Hubpages.com, Squidoo.com and GoArticles.com. Each is set up a 
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little differently and will require working your way through the learning curve but all 

provide a way for you to publish content that contains links back to your site.  

 

There is a drawback to using these types of directories. The more links that come from a 

particular site, the less credit it generates for you with Google. So, if you opt for this 

route, be sure that you use several locations and not just one.  

 

The highest value links are those that come from other independent (meaning not article 

directories) websites. You can do a search on your keyword and then contact the owners 

of the websites that appear in your search results. Many will be willing to publish content 

on their site in exchange for allowing you to include a link or two. Of course, there are 

also many who won’t, so you will need to be patient. These links, especially from sites 

that Google ranks highly, are extremely valuable. 

 

If this sounds like a piece of the AdSense puzzle that you’re not comfortable with, you 

are not alone. The good news is that there is another option that is being used by a 

number of internet marketers and is proving to be very successful. As mentioned earlier 

in the section on Keyword Research, The Keyword Academy offers tools and training 

that will greatly enhance your ability to generate a nice income using Google AdSense. 

One of those tools is the PostRunner system. Through the use of proprietary software, 

over a thousand websites have created a way for members to post content on each other’s 

sites. Each site is individually owned and all links are one-way, making the links from 

these sites very powerful. Using PostRunner is as simple as posting content on your own 

site. So, if you are interested in finding a shortcut to link building, check out their first 

month for only $1 trial.  

 

Once you have decided where to post your articles, you will need to write them and 

format the anchor text so that it links back to your web page. The articles that you write 
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for links are pretty much the same as those you post on your own website. The only 

differences are that, in general, articles for your website should be at least 400 words and 

of fairly high quality, while link articles need only be roughly 300 words (although each 

article directory will have its own requirements – PostRunner requires only 300 words) 

and the quality does not need to be as high.  

 

You won’t want to always use your exact keyword for your anchor text but do use it 

around half the time. The rest of the time, use the related words and phrases that you 

incorporated into your website posts. Usually, you will be able to use the hyperlink 

function of the site you are posting on and simply highlight your anchor text, click the 

hyperlink command and insert the address of your web page. If that is not available, then 

you may need to enter the actual code. It will be something like this: 

 

<a href=”http://yourdomain.com/”>anchor text</a>    

What will appear in the article is only the “anchor text” portion. 

 

For the keyword “adsense income” on the home page of the site My First Adsense 

Website, the code would be: 

 

<a href=”http://myfirstadsensewebsite.com/”>adsense income</a>     

What will appear in the article is only the “adsense income” portion. 

 

 

For the keyword “blue dog sweater” on a post page of the site Blue Dog Sweater, the 

code would be: 

 

<a href=”http://bluedogsweater.com/where-to-buy-the-best-blue-dog-sweater/”>blue dog 

sweater</a>     
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What will appear in the article is only the “blue dog sweater” portion. 

 

Take the time to format your links correctly and even test them. The value in posting the 

content is in getting the links (usually you should get two per article) so this is the most 

important step in the process. 

 

When your site is new, you will want to pace yourself with link building. An article or 

two per day for two or three months will appear the most natural. After that you can 

increase the frequency. Just keep in mind that consistency is always the best. If you’ve 

been publishing one per day and then all of a sudden up it to 50, Google is probably 

going to take a look and see if these links are legitimate. In the long run, it won’t matter 

as long as you are publishing useful content but it may drop you in the search engine 

rankings for awhile so that Google can do a more thorough assessment.  

 

 

 Google AdSense Account 

 

Okay, so now to the question you most want answered. How does all of this translate into 

you making money? 

 

It will take several months of consistent effort to move your way up in the search results 

before anyone will find your site. For this reason, it isn’t necessary to install AdSense 

units on your site right way, but it also doesn’t hurt so the timing is up to you. 

 

If you don’t already have an account with Google, that will be the first step. Go to 

www.google.com and click on Advertising Programs. 
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Then, Get started with AdSense. 

 

 

 
 

Here you will find several screens that ask for some basic information and require you to 

check that you have read Google’s policies and agree to abide by them. Enter your 

information and make sure you make a note of your login username and password and 

check the boxes that indicate you have read the required information. 

 

Most of us are constantly confronted with pages and pages of legalese that we are 

supposed to read and agree to. Lots of times, even though we no longer read them, we 

check the box that we have. This is one time that you don’t want to do that. 
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Google makes a lot of money from AdSense revenue. They do this in partnership with 

website owners like you. They want your AdSense efforts to be successful. However, 

they are far more concerned with the program as a whole, and if you, in any way, 

jeopardize that program, then Google will not hesitate to remove the ads from your site 

and cancel your account. Once this happens, it is unlikely that it will ever be reinstated. 

So, you want to make sure that you understand what it is you are agreeing to. The 

information on their site is very useful and easy to understand. Taking the time to read 

through their policies and procedures is definitely worth it.  

 

Some of the more common reasons for Google to cancel an AdSense account are due to a 

site owner clicking on his own ads, placing ads on a website with questionable content, 

having too many ad blocks on the same page and being deemed a MFA website. MFA is 

the acronym for Made For AdSense. Yes, Google wants you to be successful with 

AdSense, but they are adamant about not wanting their ads on a site that only exists for 

the purpose of the ads. Google is the number one search engine for one reason; millions 

and millions of people believe they will find the information they are looking for when 

they click on the results from a Google search. Websites that manage to rank highly but 

offer no value undermine Google’s credibility and they allot considerable resources to 

finding and removing those sites from their search results. As long as you understand this 

and provide useful content on a site that looks well-maintained, Google is happy – and 

you make money. 

 

Once again, I cannot overly stress the importance of reading and understanding Google’s 

policies. That said, let’s move on to the creation of your first ad block. 

 

After you are logged in to your Google account, you will want to go to AdSense Setup. 

 

BWD ©2010  



How to Get Started Making Money with AdSense Guide; the Beginner’s Secret Weapon 
 

  
 

Select AdSense for Content. 

 

 
 

The next screen will allow you to decide whether you want text only ads or ad blocks 

with images. As with all areas of internet marketing, you are going to find differing 

opinions on how things should be set up and formatted. This is how I suggest you start. 

As you learn and have the opportunity to evaluate what works best for you, there will 

always be the opportunity to make changes. In fact, tracking and testing is an important 

part of this process. For now, however, choose “Text ads only”. This is not the default so 

you will need to use the drop down arrow and change the selection. 
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Click Continue at the bottom and you will be given the option of changing the size of the 

ad blocks and formatting the way they appear. The ad size will default to “300x250 

Medium Rectangle”. Use the drop down arrow to change this to “336x280 Large 

Rectangle”. 

 

 
 

The next box on this page is where you can change the colors of the text, links and 

borders. This is something that you will want to experiment with but this format is a good 

way to start.  
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Once you have made these changes, the rest of the page can be left as is. Click Continue 

at the bottom of the screen.  This will bring you to the Custom Channel screen. For now, 

simply click Continue and skip this optional step. 

 

Next you will be asked to provide a name for this ad unit. By default, the name will 

include the ad unit size and created date. You can edit this to a name that will be easier 

for you to work with. For example, instead of “336x280, created 29/06/10” you could 

change it to “blue dog sweater 336x280, created 29/06/10” or whatever makes sense for 

you. 

 

 
 

Now it’s time to click Submit and Get Code. The screen below contains the code that you 

will install on your website. 
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Simply place your mouse in the box containing the code and click one time. This will 

highlight the code, which you can then copy and paste to your site. 

 

 
 

You will then need to insert the code into your web page. There are several different 

ways to do this and each has advantages and disadvantages. The quickest and easiest way 

is to use a plugin or widget that allows you to enter the code one time and then it will be 

inserted into each page on your website. The advantages to this are obvious – saves time 
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and you never run the risk of forgetting to insert the ad unit. However, if you plan to test 

your ads and change the position, text color, ad size, etc then your data will be based on 

the entire website and not on how each configuration performs on individual pages. Some 

keywords may attract visitors that respond to one format while other keywords perform 

better with something different. To be able to track and test each one, you will need to 

insert your code manually on a per page basis.  

 

The choice is entirely up to you. For those with limited time, having this done 

automatically is probably the best option. We will go through the steps for both. 

 

Most of the newer Word Press themes are widgetized, which means that they are able to 

run special programs that do added functions. The premium themes, like Woo Themes 

which we will use as our example, have widgets already available for you to use to easily 

install your AdSense code.  

 

You will access the Widget area of your website by logging into your admin area and 

selecting Widgets on the left sidebar. 

 

 
Once the Widget section has opened you will want to look for something like the Woo-

Adspace Widget that is included as an option in this theme.  
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Then click on the small arrow to the right of Primary in the right column. Grab the Woo-

Adspace Widget with your mouse and drag it to one of the slots under Primary and open 

it up. 
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This is where you will paste your AdSense code. 

 
 

This will place an ad unit in the right sidebar of each of your web pages.  

 

If you prefer to have the ad appear in a different location, you might want to download 

and install the WP-Insert plugin. You would do this exactly the same way that we 

installed the All-in-One-SEO plugin when we were optimizing our website (see section 

on Website Creation). Once installed, you will find it at the bottom of the left column in 

the admin area of your website. 
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Click on Manage Ads (Posts and Sidebars) 

 

 
 

You now have the ability to put your code into a variety of locations. In the beginning, I 

suggest that you start with Ad-Left of Post Content or Ad-Right of Post Content. Try not 

to put the ad unit directly below the headline, unless there is text or a photo next to it, or 

do anything that might be seen as attempting to disguise that it is, in fact, a paid 

advertisement.  You can also insert the code at the end of the post by using the Ad-Below 

Post Content option. Left and Bottom, or Right and Bottom are a good way to start.  

 

Simply hover your mouse on the far right portion of the bar for the widget that you want 

to use. An arrow will appear.  
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Click on it to open the section. And then paste your AdSense code in the box. 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to save your changes. 

 

 
 

To manually install your AdSense code into your posts you will open the post and click 

on the HTML view. 
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Your screen should now look more like this: 

 

 
 

Place your cursor on the line directly above your copy and paste the AdSense code. If 

you toggle back to the Visual view you will see that the line of code is only visible in the 

HTML view. One more step before you hit Update. You will need to add a little bit more 

html code to get your ad to appear where you want it. Remember, we don’t want it 

directly below the title of the post. So, right before the beginning of your AdSense code 

block, paste this little snippet of code: 

 

<div style="float: right;">  
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And then at the very end of the AdSense code block, close it up with this: 

 

 </div>. 

 

This will cause the ad to appear to the right in the text. If you would rather have it on the 

left side, simply replace “float: right:” with “float: left:”. 

 

Remember to click   any time you make changes to your posts. Open or refresh 

your website and you should see your AdSense ad block. Brand new ads sometimes take 

a few minutes for Google to send but there should now be a space where the ad will be. 

 

Google determines the ads that will appear on your site. If you read through the Google 

information, you should remember that there are ways that you can prevent certain types 

of ads from being displayed on your site but the only way to get the ones that specifically 

target your keyword is to make sure that the content of your posts is as relevant as 

possible. In the beginning, seemingly unrelated ads may appear but they will soon 

become more content focused.    

 

Congratulations! With a little consistent effort to get your site to move up in the search 

rankings, you are well on your way to making money with AdSense! 

 

 

Tracking 

 

While your site is new, there is not much need for tracking. Your focus should be 

creating content for your website and for links. Tracking is important but it can be a 

double-edged sword. While necessary in making adjustments and shifting focus, in the 
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beginning it can be a distraction that doesn’t only waste time but can actually seriously 

discourage new internet marketers.  

 

Checking your stats in the first few months is nothing more than a waste of time. Even 

when a site seems to miraculously jump in the rankings early on, this is almost always an 

aberration that corrects itself. Veteran internet marketers, the ones earning six figures or 

more, will often say that the work you do today will pay off in a year. If that sounds like a 

pretty bad deal, keep in mind that it won’t simply pay off one time after that year but 

keep on paying, month after month, year after year.  

 

There will come a point, however, when you will want to start monitoring how well your 

linking strategy is working. Because of the way Google operates, you can’t simply plug 

your keyword into your Google search box and see where your site ranks. Results for 

your own site will not be accurate and almost always appear much higher than it really is. 

There is a tool that you can use that is free and relatively accurate. Go to Scroogle 

Scraper at   http://scroogle.org/cgi-bin/scraper.htm   

 

 
 

Enter your keyword in the search field, select 100 for the number of results and click 

Search. Rather than scroll through looking for your website, go to Edit and then Find. 

Enter your website URL or the URL of the page on your website where you are targeting 

your keyword and select Highlight all. If it doesn’t appear in the first 100 results you may 

have to choose next 100 a time or two.  
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If your site doesn’t appear in the first couple hundred pages, don’t waste your time 

looking for it. Just create more content and get more links. It will start to move up. 

 

Obviously, if you are targeting several keywords, this could take a fair amount of time. 

This is where the tools offered by companies like Market Samurai can make a lot of 

difference. They have a module that allows you to enter your keywords to see their 

current rankings and it even includes graphs and reports so that you can chart their 

progress. It isn’t free, but if you are serious about doing this for the long run, there will 

come a time when you may want to seriously consider their service. 

 

Google offers their excellent Google Analytics program, which is free. It does not let you 

check where your website ranks for your keyword but it does give you an incredible 

amount of information that will help you increase your income potential. When you set 

up your AdSense account there will be a link to tie it to Google Analytics. The 

information will not be of value in the beginning so it’s up to you whether to set it up 

then or wait until there is some history to work with. Once again, the key is to get started 

and not distracted by extra bells and whistles that keep you from the tasks that are 

essential to your success. Google Analytics will not help you in the initial phase so make 

a note to come back to it and get busy creating content. 

 

 

Beginner’s Secret Weapon 

 

So, are you excited about getting started? Or are you maybe feeling a bit overwhelmed? 

This guide has been constructed with the goal of giving you the information that you 

need to get started making money with Google AdSense. There is a lot more that you will 

need to learn, but just the basics can seem daunting. Many new internet marketers have 

gotten derailed before ever figuring out how to get their first website launched.  
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This is where you have the advantage. The email that you received with this Guide 

included instructions on how to initiate the process of having your website built for you. 

This will give you a significant head start! There is absolutely no reason why you can’t 

do this. Now, it’s up to you to just do it. 

 

There is a popular quote among internet marketers, and it will be key to your success: 

 

“You don’t have to get it right. Just get it going!” 
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